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Hearing Loss 

Navigating the Maze 

By 

Melette L. Meloy, M.S., CCC-A 
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Hearing Loss Statistics 

• 30 Million with Significant Hearing 
Loss 

• 10 Million Attributed to Noise 

• 2.1 Million New Cases of Hearing Loss 
Annually 

• 10 to 15 Million with Debilitating 
Tinnitus 

• 20 to 50% of Workforce Impaired 

• 1987 to 1997 – $4 to $6 Billion in 
Comp 
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Progression of NIHL 
500 1000 2000 4000 8000 3K 6K 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

110 

0 

10 

20 

30 

40 

50 

60 

70 

80 

90 

100 

110 

FREQUENCY IN HERTZ (HZ) 

H 

T 

L 

I 

N 

d 

B 

20 YEARS 

10 YEARS 

5 YEARS 

1 YEAR 



Current Evaluation Procedures 

• AMA Guidelines 

– 500, 1000, 2000, 3000 Hz 

• Stress Related Disease 

• Chemical Exposures 

• Emotional Disorders 

• PRIMARILY work related 



OCCUPATIONAL VS 
NON OCCUPATIONAL 
HEARING LOSS 



Steps in Determining Work 
Relatedness 

• Adequacy of Testing 

• Medical History 

• Exposures 

– Noise 

– Chemicals 

– Medications 

• Hearing Protection Use 

• Hearing Conservation Program 

 



Myth #1 

• If a person was born 

with a hearing loss, 

then they can never 

have a work-related 

hearing loss. 



Myth #2 

• If a person is 
exposed to non-
occupational noise, 
then the hearing loss 
is not work related. 



Myth #3 

• All 

spouses 

are 

hearing 

impaired. 



Defense of Case 

• Histories and Questionnaires 

• Records 

– Noise Monitoring 

– HPD Use 

– Training 

– Test History 

– Medical Reports 

• Compliance with Program 

 



Case Study #1 

• Maintenance 

Worker 

• 25 year 

employment 

• Current noise 

survey only 

• Non-occ noise 

 



Case Study #2 

• Warehouse  

• Variable 

Exposure 

• Current ear 

surgery 

• MD report 



Case Study Questions 

• Noise Level Throughout Work 

History 

• DOCUMENTED!! Medical 

Problems 

• Investigation of Non-occupational 

Noise 

• Use of HPD 

• Consistently Applied Program 



Noise-Induced 
Hearing Loss 

Noise-induced hearing loss 

happens as a result of one thing: 

NOISE 



Summary 

Start at the beginning and work forward: 

Educate and Prevent 
 

Not at the end going backwards. 


